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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 8 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because 

a multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only--, and/or, - 
-cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). 
Accordingly, the claim has not been further treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Martensson (US 6,647,690). 

Regarding claim 1, Martensson teaches connecting means (a, b, c, d), made in 
such a way that they can be connected with each other in a positive fit in two directions 
(x, y) that are perpendicular relative to each other, (annotated Fig 1). 
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Regarding claim 2, Martensson teaches the connecting means (a, b, c, d) 
characterized in that the one connecting means (a, c) has the same or at least 
substantially the same geometry as the other connecting means (b, d), (annotated Fig 
1)- 

Regarding claim 3, Martensson teaches the connecting means (a, b, c, d) are 
made so that they can be connected by lowering the one connecting means (b. d) 
relative to the other connecting means (a, c) and then pushing the connecting means 
towards each other in a direction (x) perpendicular relative to the lowering motion, 
(annotated Fig 1 ). 

Regarding claim 5, Martensson teaches the connecting means comprising step- 
shaped or stair-shaped locking means (b, c), (annotated Fig 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Martensson teaches panels (3) with connecting means (a, b, 
c, d) provided laterally, which are formed in particular as laminate flooring panels 
comprising a base board and a decorative layer, (Fig 1), (Col 3, Lines 7-10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Martensson (US 6,647,690) in view of Pervan (US 2003/0024199). 

Regarding claim 4, Martensson discloses wherein two connecting means (a, b) 
are first coupled with each other, but does not disclose the connecting means being 
interlocked by inserting a separate locking means, wherein the separate locking means 
preferably is a securing pin having in particular a cross-section that is substantially 
rectangular. However, Pervan teaches connecting means (8, 12) being interlocked by 
inserting a separate locking means (52), wherein the separate locking means (52) 
preferably is considered to be a securing pin capable of having a cross-section that is 
substantially rectangular, (Fig 14c), (Par 179). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
a person having ordinary skill in the arts at the time of the applicant's invention to modify 
the connecting means of Martensson to include separate locking means as taught by 
Pervan in order to counteracting changes in the properties of the floor panels caused by 
moisture. 

Regarding claim 6, Martensson modified by Pervan discloses as discussed in 
claim 4. Pervan further discloses connecting means having a separate locking means 
(52) which can be pushed into a channel formed by the connecting means (8, 12), 
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wherein at least one external dimension of the connecting means is greater than the 
corresponding internal dimension of the channel, so that the separate locking means 
can be held in the channel by press fit and the separate locking means consist of a 
compressible material such as plastics. (Fig 14c), (Par 71, 76). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hanning (US 2004/0211143), Pervan (US 2003/0196405), 
Howell (US 4,037,377), Palsson (US 7,121,058). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adriana Figueroa whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8281 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Richard E. Chilcot, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



/A. F./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
10/24/2008 



